Subject: University Access Road
 

 

Dear Mr.

 

I was shocked to learn about the route for the proposed alternate access road to Laurentian University. This route passes between the north shore of Lake Laurentian and the outdoor track, cutting through a beautiful and highly-used wooded area of the campus. It effectively cuts off access to Lake Laurentian, and destroys at least three trails that are used extensively by the community.

 

The Trails
This area and these trails are one of the beautiful natural resources of this city and are features that make Sudbury a great place to live.

 

The Sudbury Trail Plan Committee, Department of Active Living at the university, and community groups such as the Sudbury Masters Running Club, Track North Athletic Club, Laurentian XC Running Team and Laurentian Ski club are all in the process of making improvements to the trails. Here is a brief description of the three main trails that are affected:

 

1. The Wall Loop, which runs beside Lake Laurentian on campus, and is part of the campus loop that starts and ends on the south side of the track.

 

2. Sophie's Loop, which was developed in memory of local cross-country skier and Lockerby Secondary student, Sophie Manarin. The work on this trail was accomplished through $20,000+ in donations and a lot of work by local volunteers. To some, destroying this trail will by akin to putting a road over a memorial.

 

3. The Extension loop. This loop was developed only a few years ago, and was upgraded just this summer by the Sudbury Trail plan committee, using public dollars.

 

Trail Usage
* Many people from throughout the regional municipality travel use these trails, both in the summer and the winter. In the winter, the three trails are an integral part of the Laurentian ski trail system. In the summer, they are used by hikers, joggers, mountain bikers and people just out walking their dogs. Drive by the parking lot behind the track at almost any time of day and you'll see vehicles parked by people using the trails.

 

* Over the next few weeks, the Wall and Extension loops will be used to host a high school prelim cross-country running race, the City Championship XC race, and the NOSSA XC running race.

 

Other Impacts
* Part of the charm of this trail system is that it's in the woods, away from the noise of cars and buses. This road will impact the ENTIRE trails system, not just the points that it bisects.

 

* I also wonder about the impact of road salt on Lake Laurentian, and auto traffic on the wildlife in the conservation area.

 

Why Now?
* The double cohort is about to come to an end, and enrollment numbers at Laurentian will probably decline. Why is this road a priority for the city now?

 

* Are there not other projects that should be a priority? If this is such an urgent matter, how has the university and the residents of this area survived for the past 40 years?

 

What is the Purpose of the Proposed Road?
* Who is this road designed to service? Certainly not just the south end. If it designed for New Sudbury and beyond, then an access road off the bypass and through land that is less used might be a better option.

 

* The end point of this road is apparently on South Bay Road, not the campus itself. I assume drivers must then double back on South Bay Road to gain entrance to the campus. It seems to me that many of the same traffic bottlenecks will exist, namely the parking lots and campus entrances. So will this new road really improve driving times to the campus?

 

*  Emergency access to the university and surrounding residential areas can be provided through the emergency road access to Loach's trail.  This trail is wider than a highway lane, has a hard-pack gravel surface and is maintained through the year. Its gates can be unlocked at any time of day by campus security.
 

*  An upgrade to the access to the Moonlight Beach area would provide a second emergency access to the area.
 

* Is the true motivation behind the road the fact that it may open up a number of potential lots for housing development? Now that the rock tunnel has been approved and developers have been relieved of the full cost of development fees, it seems to be highly coincidental timing for the advocacy of this road.

 

Opposition
I anticipate a great deal of opposition to this plan. It closely follows the loss of three highly-valued natural areas to business interests, the Roxborough housing development, the Bennett Lake development and the area across from Lily Creek Park. I believe this will be the last straw for many people, and the difference in this project is that the land it will cross is public, not private.

 

I can't believe that elected officials who espouse quality of life and improved community fitness would even consider this proposed route for this road.

 

Dick Moss

11 Cerilli Crescent
Sudbury, ON, P3E 5R3
